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HOME EXCHANGE







since 1953...personal service through local organisers worldwide
Dear Enquirer,

Thank you for your recent enquiry about our international home exchange holiday service.  We hope you will find that following information provides the information you require.

Since 1953, our group HomeLink, the longest established home exchange organisation in the world, has been in the business of providing a home exchange service to homeowners with a high degree of integrity and willingness to build a bond of mutual trust with other home exchangers. We specialize in offering personal support to our members through our professional team of 27 highly experienced local coordinators worldwide. We are only a phone call or email away and are always willing to provide advice and guidance for members when preparing for your exchange holiday.  

You may have seen some of the many exciting articles about HomeLink in the travel sections of newspapers and magazines, for example, in The Irish Times, the RTE Guide, Sunday Tribune, Sunday Times, The Irish Independent and The Examiner to name but a few.  You may also have heard us featured on the Pat Kenny Show, Marian Finucane Shows, Today FM, Radio na Gaeltachta, Newstalk, Highland Radio, RTÉ television and TV3 along with several other stations up and down the country. It is clear from these that the HomeLink concept continues to grow in popularity and the level of satisfaction from exchanging is proving to be much higher than for any other form of holiday.  HomeLink has been rated “first and foremost Number 1” in the field of home exchanging in the only independent source book on home exchanging, “Home Exchange Vacationing” (published by Rutledge Hill Press).

By subscribing to HomeLink you gain access to thousands homes worldwide.  Your membership covers the listing of your home along with up to 20 photos on our website for 365 days from the day you join. You can list your main home and/or your holiday home.  Many holiday homes lie empty for several weeks each year so why not exchange it and in return experience the use and comfort of a home in almost any part of the world that you wish to visit for holiday purposes.  Many members with a second home also list their main home, so doubling their chances of finding an ideal exchange.  You could also offer a two centre holiday if your exchange partner wishes to visit both homes.  

The possibilities are endless when you become a HomeLink member.  Why not join the thousands of other satisfied members and let the experience begin. Either fill in the hard copy application form from our website or go to www.homelink.ie and join up online. 

If you have any further queries please do contact us at info@homelink.ie   We look forward very much to being of service to you in the near future. 

Yours sincerely,
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 Marie Murphy

 Director
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INFORMATION

Included in this file you will find:-

1. Home Exchange membership rates

2. About Home Exchanging

3. Travel Insurance – FairSure TravelSafe
4. Travel Insurance – FairSure Standard Cover

5. Travel Insurance – European Motoring Assistance

6. Travel Insurance – Application form
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	MEMBERSHIP RATES  2012 ONLY

12 Month Membership

	Home Exchange, Hospitality Exchange, Youth/Student Exchange, 
Rentals, Homesitting Offered/Wanted  


	Online listing……………………………€100 

12 month online listing + 1 photo. 

	Online listing +  20 photos……………€120 

12 month online listing + 20 photos


	- Special Offer - 
2 year Online listing above + 20 photos…€195
SAVING = €45


	Add Holiday Home  …………………€135 Main Home PLUS Holiday  or Rental Home Listing

12 month online listing for both homes along with one photo of each. 


Add Holiday Home + extra photos …………………………........................€155
 Main Home PLUS Holiday or Rental Home Listing

12 month online listing of both homes together with 20 photo which can be divided between both home.

	
UPGRADE to 20 photos..………………€20
If  you have chosen a membership which includes only 1 photo with your listing you can upgrade your membership at a later stage to include 20 photos with your listing

Online listing - Main/Holiday Home…..€35
This facility is for those who decide on the extra listing at a later date.
12 month online listing + 1 photo
AS above with 20 Photos…………………....€55


About Home Exchanging
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Medical Warranty Questionnaire

 

 

If you are unable to comply with the Medical warranty questions below, it 

may render any insurance issued null and void 

-

 any claims arising may be 

denied.

 

Fairsure Travel Insurance

 operates on the 

basis that you are healthy, fit to 

travel and to undertake the trip. Unless you declare otherwise to us, you 

will be held to warrant that this is true both at the time of booking and at 

the time you commence the trip.

 

 

In answering the questions, you must 

advise of anything that might 

influence insurers in the acceptance of insurance, including the health of a 

relative. If you are in 

ANY

 doubt, it should be disclosed. 

You must disclose 

ANY

 reason that you are aware of why the holiday/trip may be cancelled.

 

QUESTION 1

 

Are you on a waiting list for, receiving or have 

you received hospital in

-

patient or out

-

patient 

treatment within the 12 months prior to 

booking the trip?

 

 

QUESTION 2

 

Have you received any medical treatment 

(including investigation or medication

) within 

the past three years for :

 

• Heart disease, a heart or circulatory related condition eg: hypertension, 

angina, stroke etc.

 

• A lung or breathing related condition other than well controlled, or mild 

asthma suffered in isolation. 

 

• Diabetes (other

 than well controlled with no treatment/ hospitalization in 

past year).

 

• Have you been diagnosed with any anxiety state or depression (within 

the past 12 months only)

 

 

If you have answered Yes to either of the above then 

YOU or your 

Travel Agent

 

must cont

act Accident & General on (O1) 874 8458 for 

approval.

 

Your answers to the above questions will form part of the policy and will be 

incorporated into it.

 

 

PLEASE NOTE

 

•

 

The Underwriters reserve the right to decline cover related to any 

existing condition an

d/or offer limited cover only.

 

•    There is NO cover for a claim arising due to a condition which has been 

diagnosed as terminal. 

 

•    There is 

NO

 cover if you are travelling against the advice of a doctor.

 

•    There is 

NO

 cover if you are travelling fo

r the purpose of obtaining 

medical treatment. 

 

•    Cover applies only after your policy has been issued by your Travel 

Agent.

 


Exchange Homes 

Experience the pleasure of real home-from-home holidays almost anywhere in the world and all RENT FREE. Swap your home or holiday home with another member - you stay in their home whilst they stay in yours. 
Visit places you never thought you could afford. Whether your stay is for two weeks or two months, the cost is the same.
Relax, secure in the knowledge that your home is being looked after by caring guests. Be a guest rather than a tourist in another country. Visit friends or relatives abroad without being a burden on them. Spend time in a potential retirement area before making a long-term commitment.

Savings Too

No hotel bills, no apartment rent to pay. Spend your holiday budget on other things. Enjoy the local restaurants and take in special sightseeing tours. Your accommodation is FREE when you swap your home.
Swap cars, if agreed. Imagine - no car hire costs!

More Advantages

Exchanging homes gives you a base with all the comforts of a home - and a far better holiday. Many members offer country club and sports club facilities, also motor homes. Some exchange for long periods. You could arrange a two-week stay in each of three different places. Home Exchange members are friendly, outgoing, relaxed people who enjoy exploring both popular destinations and places off the beaten track.

Help where you need it

HomeLink Home Exchange is by far the largest home exchange organisation in the world. Our professional organisers worldwide are experienced and understanding and are right there to help you. A wide choice and our personal service keep members coming back to us year after year.
Your listing will appear on our web site within 24hrs of receipt of your application for membership. You receive a Membership Number and Password which gives you access to the Members Area of our web site. You are now free to search the online database and contact as many members as possible.


Safeguards

You receive a personal Membership Number so that only registered bona fide Home Exchange members use the directories and web site.

As guests in each other's homes, both exchange partners enjoy that special bond of mutual respect and trust which the situation generates. Through email and phone calls, you have become friends before you set off. Good housekeeping is a matter of personal pride.

Sometimes it is possible to arrange to meet for a day at the start of an exchange. It is advisable to pack away fragile and precious items. Leave instructions to help visitors use and look after your home.

Choose your membership options that suit you best!

Members pay an annual membership fee.
Online Listing Membership:   Your details are published on our web site for 365 days

Photographs: One photograph is included in the basic fee, 20 extra photos may be added for an additional fee.

Additional Listing: Add your holiday or rental home, or seek a Youth Exchange.

HomeLink Home Exchange Options....

Although home exchange is by far our most popular service, our directory books may be used by members to arrange other types of commercial and non-commercial transactions. The options are:

X……...Home Exchange

A straight-forward swap of homes between two members for an agreed holiday period.


XH…...Hospitality Exchange

One family provides accommodation for another family for a holiday period. The other family then responds with the same arrangement at a later date.

H…...Hospitality Offered
Hospitlaity offered. Not an exchange. Short term (1-2 nights ) offered on a friendly basis to members travelling in Ireland. An enormous benefit to you when you are travelling. We encourage you to use this

XY……Youth / Student Hospitality Exchange

Same as XH above, but for the sons and daughters of HomeLink members. 

Y……Youth / Student Exchange  
A family agrees to host each others son or daughter for agreed period

OG……Homesitter Needed
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You offer accommodation to a member who will look after your home whilst you're away. 
OA……..Homesitting Offered 
You are prepared to look after another members home while they are on holiday


WX ….Weekend Exchange 
This is ideal for trying out the home exchange concept nearer home.

NSX…Non-Simultaneous  Exchange 

You offer your home at a time suitable to a member. This is most popular for members with second homes
 
LT ….Long Term Exchange
 i.e. More than six weeks

R….You advertise your property on our web site
O……..Open 

You are prepared to consider any of the previous options

Your Questions?
How do I know my home is safe?
This is the single most-asked question. The simple answer is, "You don't." However, in over 57 years of exchanging we have had very few instances of damage and no reports of theft. Most problems are at the level of, "housekeeping standards," at the home being visited. Even in these rare situations exchangers return to find their own home just as they left it. While you are setting up your exchange you will get to know the other family. You also know the other exchanger's profession and have a good idea of the home involved before you make your first contact. Remember, your home is much safer while you are gone because it is not empty. 

Who pays the bills?
Pay your mortgage and utilities as you normally would and agree beforehand who should pay extraordinary expenses such as long distance telephone calls. If a car-exchange is involved you should discuss who pays for minor or major damage. 

Who exchanges homes?
Most of our members are professionals-doctors, engineers, teachers, etc.-business executives, and retirees. In general, they are well travelled and well educated group. 



What about home insurance?
In general, most home insurance policies cover home exchangers. After all, they're your guests, and it's really no different from having friends or relations stay in your home whilst you're away on holiday. 


Would someone want to visit my area?
Ireland is one of the most popular holiday destinations in the world, and there is never a shortage of overseas exchangers trying to find an exchange partner here. Although overseas members often seek after the popular tourist areas, most seem to be seeking to experience the 'real Ireland'. Many will already have visited the most popular places on previous visits. 

What if I want to list a second home?
Make a photocopy of the subscription form or fill out another one online.  Fill it out using the postal address of your primary residence on both forms. Be sure to indicate on the form if the second home is situated in a different part of the country. This will locate the home in the correct part of the country on our website. It is sometimes helpful to list one home under your spouse's name to help identify which home members are interested in exchanging. 

Is there still time to arrange an exchange?
New members are joining every day, and many arrange an exchange within a couple of weeks. The most successful exchangers are those who are proactive and send many invitations. The more flexible your plans,  the greater your opportunities. Prepare a Word document describing your home, its environment, local attractions, your family, and other information.  Using our unique messaging system on our website, send several of them to prospective exchangers as soon as you get on line to our database. Also consider contacting members by phone. 

Can I make changes to or corrections in my online listing?
 Our site is interactive so you have control over your own listing online.  The facility for editing your own listing is provided to members so you may change your listing anytime you wish.  You can also change and add extra photos. 

Do I have to live in a tourist destination?
No, of course not, members live throughout the countries listed. In big cities, rural areas, mountains, and yes, resort areas too. 

Are the homes modest or expensive?
The range of homes is large. Our members tend to be professionals and the type of home is what you would expect from this group. You can get a good idea of the types of homes available by looking through our on-line database.

I live in an apartment. Can I exchange it?
Yes. Many members in large cities live in apartments. We make no distinction between apartments, condominiums, etc. 

Can renters use your service?
Yes, but you probably need to check this with your landlord. In most cases, the landlord will be happy that the home is not being left empty during your holiday.

What about car insurance?
If your policy allows you to add a named driver, and doesn't specifically exclude foreign drivers, you should have no problem. Some insurance companies are better than others at extending cover so you need to shop around. In all cases, however, you should check with your insurance provider (and by reference to your policy documents) that the exchange driver would be covered.

What am I entitled as Member?

A basic membership allows your listing, along with a photo of your home to appear on our website for the subscription year.  We issue you with a unique membership number and password and you may use these to access the member’s area of our website, search the database and make direct contact with other members around the world to arrange an exchange.  

What about extra charges after I become a member?

 There are none.  We are only too pleased to provide further assistance and guidance to members.

Why should we choose HomeLink?

A good question, there are three reasons 

1. Reputation, 2. Experience  and 3. Size. 

Unlike other organisations, HomeLink has local organisers spread throughout the world.  Help and advice therefore is just a phone call away and a local call at that.  
What to do now

You may not be making your holiday plans right now, but it is a good idea to get listed on the web site database as soon as possible. Then you will have what you need and be ready to go whenever you wish. You will probably receive some offers to think about in advance.

So take these 3 steps RIGHT AWAY

1. Choose your favourite holiday destinations and dates. Consider adding that you are open to offers anywhere 
at any time

2. Fill in the online Application Form at www.homelink.ie and proceed to pay your subscription at our secure online payment facility or forward cheque made payable to HomeLink to the address at top of file. €4 fee applies to credit/debit card payments.
Soon after 

You will receive your unique Membership Number and Password to access the web site. 
                      *************************************************************************************************

TRAVEL INSURANCE
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Medical Warranty Questionnaire

 

 

If you are unable to comply with the Medical warranty questions below, it 

may render any insurance issued null and void 

-

 any claims arising may be 

denied.

 

Fairsure Travel Insurance

 operates on the 

basis that you are healthy, fit to 

travel and to undertake the trip. Unless you declare otherwise to us, you 

will be held to warrant that this is true both at the time of booking and at 

the time you commence the trip.

 

 

In answering the questions, you must 

advise of anything that might 

influence insurers in the acceptance of insurance, including the health of a 

relative. If you are in 

ANY

 doubt, it should be disclosed. 

You must disclose 

ANY

 reason that you are aware of why the holiday/trip may be cancelled.

 

QUESTION 1

 

Are you on a waiting list for, receiving or have 

you received hospital in

-

patient or out

-

patient 

treatment within the 12 months prior to 

booking the trip?

 

 

QUESTION 2

 

Have you received any medical treatment 

(including investigation or medication

) within 

the past three years for :

 

• Heart disease, a heart or circulatory related condition eg: hypertension, 

angina, stroke etc.

 

• A lung or breathing related condition other than well controlled, or mild 

asthma suffered in isolation. 

 

• Diabetes (other

 than well controlled with no treatment/ hospitalization in 

past year).

 

• Have you been diagnosed with any anxiety state or depression (within 

the past 12 months only)

 

 

If you have answered Yes to either of the above then 

YOU or your 

Travel Agent

 

must cont

act Accident & General on (O1) 874 8458 for 

approval.

 

Your answers to the above questions will form part of the policy and will be 

incorporated into it.

 

 

PLEASE NOTE

 

•

 

The Underwriters reserve the right to decline cover related to any 

existing condition an

d/or offer limited cover only.

 

•    There is NO cover for a claim arising due to a condition which has been 

diagnosed as terminal. 

 

•    There is 

NO

 cover if you are travelling against the advice of a doctor.

 

•    There is 

NO

 cover if you are travelling fo

r the purpose of obtaining 

medical treatment. 

 

•    Cover applies only after your policy has been issued by your Travel 

Agent.

 


HomeLink Home Exchange offer very competitive Travel Insurance rates, underwritten by Travel Insurance Assoc. Ltd assigned by CGU Insurance, a member of the CGU plc Group of Companies. See rates and application form below

Check out our NEW Rates below
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TRAVEL INSURANCE

FAIRSURE TravelSafe (TopUp Travel Cover) 
Designed for those who already have private medical cover

NOTE: NOT suitable for use with Quinn Health Manager Starter
Single Trip
	 Duration 
	 UK
€ 
	 Europe
€ 
	 Worldwide
Excl US/Canada
€ 
	 Worldwide
incl US/Canada
€

	0 – 5 days
	 7 
	11 
	17 
	22

	6 – 8 days
	8
	12
	19
	25

	  9 – 17 days
	10 
	13 
	20 
	26

	 18 -23 days
	12 
	16 
	21 
	27

	24 -31 days
	14
	18
	22
	28

	Each extra wk
	5
	6
	8
	9


Multi-Trip – 30 day option
	  
	Multi-Trip
Europe
€ 
	Multi-Trip 
Worldwide
€ 

	Individual (18 – 65 yrs)
	39 
	45 

	Individual (66 – 69 yrs)
	53 
	65 

	Couple
	58
	65

	Single Parent Family
	64
	69

	Family
	68 
	80


	General Rules 

	Single Trip Fairsure TravelSafe option notes
1. Children 2 – 17: 50% of adult premium / Can be booked without adult
2. Adult 18 – 65: Standard adult premium
3. Adult 65 – 69: 2 times adult premium (Max duration 185 days)
4. Adult 70- 74: 2.5 times adult premium (Max duration 185 days)
5. Adult 75+: 3 times adult premium (Max duration 185 days)
6. Adult 80+: 3.5 times adult premium (greater than 30 days requires 
uthorization)
7. Family Policy: 2.5 times adults premium(2 adults and all children up to and including 23 years of age in full time education)
8. Infant up to 2 years of age: FREE of charge(with premium paying adult)
Multi-trip TravelSafe option notes
Maximum length of stay per trip: 30 days


FAIRSURE Standard Cover
For use without private medical insurance

Single Trip Policy (Per Person)
	 Duration 
	 UK
€ 
	 Europe
€ 
	 Worldwide
Excl US/Canada
€ 
	Worldwide
incl US/Canada
€ 

	  0 – 5 days
	12
	16
	33
	37

	  6 – 8 days
	13
	18
	34
	39

	  9 – 17 days
	16
	22
	38
	45

	 18 – 23 days
	17
	26
	42
	50

	 24 – 31days
	19
	27
	44
	52

	 Each extra wk
	7
	8
	12
	14


MULTI-TRIP POLICY – 30 DAY OPTION
	 Duration 
	 Europe
€ 
	 Worldwide
€ 

	Individual
	58 
	70

	Couple
	79
	98

	Single Parent Family
	88
	105

	Family
	98
	116



MULTI-TRIP POLICY - 60 DAY OPTION
	 Duration 
	 Europe
€ 
	 Worldwide
€ 

	Individual
	72
	105

	Couple
	100
	145

	Single Parent Family
	110
	157

	Family
	121
	177


	LONG STAY  
	 Worldwide
€ 

	  365 days worldwide cover (incl. US/Canada)
	 257 


	General Rules 

	Single Trip Fairsure Standard option notes
1. Children 2 - 17: 50% of adult premium / Can be booked without adult
2. Adult 18 - 65: Standard adult premium
3. Adult 65 - 69: 2 times adult premium (Max duration 185 days)
4. Adult 70- 74: 2.5 times adult premium (Max duration 185 days)
5. Adult 75+: 3 times adult premium (Max duration 185 days)
6. Adult 80+: 3.5 times adult premium (greater than 30 days requires authorisation)
7. Family Policy: 2.5 times adults premium(2 adults and all children up to and including 23 years of age in full time education)
8. Infant up to 2 years of age: FREE of charge(with premium paying adult)
FAIRSURE Single Trip has NO upper age limit / No restrictions on destination for Older age groups
Multi-trip FairSure Standard option notes
1. Maximum length of stay per trip: 30 days or 60 days
2. Available to people up to and including 69 years of age
Longstay FairSure Standard option notes
1. Available to people up to and including 69 years of age
2. Worldwide cover including USA and Canada


 

	DECLARATION 

1. Prior to and at the time of buying the insurance policy:
(a)You are not aware of any reason why the holiday/trip should be cancelled or curtailed. 
(b)You are not receiving or awaiting treatment as a hospital in-patient
(c)You are not travelling against the advice of a Medical Practitioner or for the purpose of obtaining medical treatment or if a terminal prognosis has been given.
(d)You have obtained a medical opinion on the advisability of taking the holiday/trip where you have received medical treatment as a hospital in-patient during the 6 months preceding the holiday/trip booking.
2. Where you have or are receiving medical treatment, investigation or medication for a Cardio-vascular, Cardio-respiratory, Cerebro-vascular and/or a malignant heart disease that occurred during the 3 years prior to the booking of the holiday/trip, a medical declaration must be completed by your Medical Practitioner confirming your ability to travel and endure the holiday/trip.
3. You must notify the issuing agent of any such reason above arising between the date of issue of this Policy and the start of the holiday/trip.
NOTE: A material fact is a fact likely to influence us in the acceptance, assessment or continuance of this Insurance (for example, your own state of health or that of an immediate relative). If there is any doubt as to whether a fact is 'material' then it should be disclosed. Please contact us for clarification. 


 

European Motoring Assistance
	Single Trip
	Age of Car
1 - 10 yrs
€
	Age of Car
11 - 15 yrs
€

	1 - 7 Days
	32.00
	38.00

	8 - 15 Days
	40.00
	47.00

	16 - 24 Days
	46.00
	52.00

	25 - 31 Days
	52.00
	60.00

	Each additional week
	20.00
	24.00

	Multi trip
	120.00
	145.00


Full Details of cover available at www.homelink.ie

      Tel       :  01. 8462598                            95 Bracken Drive

      Email  : info@homelink.ie                   Portmarnock

      Web    : www.homelink.ie                    Co. Dublin

      




          Ireland

TRAVEL INSURANCE APPLICATION

Persons to be Insured (Please print all details)
	Surname
	Christian Name 
	Adult / Child
	Age

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Destination and Duration of Cover required:

UK               
               Europe          
                   Worldwide   
0 - 8 Days         9 - 18 Days          19 – 31 Days         Multi-trip 
Backpacker          European Motoring Assistance 

Type of Cover:   TopUp* (VHI,Quinn)           Standard Cover†
*For use WITH private medical cover, NOT suitable for use with Quinn-Healthcare Manager Starter
†For use WITHOUT private medical insurance

Travel Dates:

Outbound date from Ireland


               Return date in Ireland

Day              Month             Year



Day              Month             Year

                                                                                                                                            

Your Contact Details:

	Name:

	
Address:

	

	

	


	Ph:

	Email:

	Fax:



�





�





�





�





�





Please specify country destination





Europe





Worldwide





Please complete this form and return it along with your credit card number or cheque, payable to:-


Home Exchange �to above address


A credit card service fee of €4 applies
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HomeLink Home Exchange 95 Bracken Drive, Portmarnock, Co. Dublin 

Phone: 01.8462598  Email: info@homelink.ie   Website: www.homelink.ie
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Medical Warranty Questionnaire



If you are unable to comply with the Medical warranty questions below, it may render any insurance issued null and void - any claims arising may be denied.


Fairsure Travel Insurance operates on the basis that you are healthy, fit to travel and to undertake the trip. Unless you declare otherwise to us, you will be held to warrant that this is true both at the time of booking and at the time you commence the trip.



In answering the questions, you must advise of anything that might influence insurers in the acceptance of insurance, including the health of a relative. If you are in ANY doubt, it should be disclosed. You must disclose ANY reason that you are aware of why the holiday/trip may be cancelled.


QUESTION 1
Are you on a waiting list for, receiving or have you received hospital in-patient or out-patient treatment within the 12 months prior to booking the trip?


QUESTION 2
Have you received any medical treatment (including investigation or medication) within the past three years for :


• Heart disease, a heart or circulatory related condition eg: hypertension, angina, stroke etc.


• A lung or breathing related condition other than well controlled, or mild asthma suffered in isolation. 


• Diabetes (other than well controlled with no treatment/ hospitalization in past year).


• Have you been diagnosed with any anxiety state or depression (within the past 12 months only)


If you have answered Yes to either of the above then YOU or your Travel Agent must contact Accident & General on (O1) 874 8458 for approval.


Your answers to the above questions will form part of the policy and will be incorporated into it.


PLEASE NOTE


•
The Underwriters reserve the right to decline cover related to any existing condition and/or offer limited cover only.


•    There is NO cover for a claim arising due to a condition which has been diagnosed as terminal. 


•    There is NO cover if you are travelling against the advice of a doctor.


•    There is NO cover if you are travelling for the purpose of obtaining medical treatment. 


•    Cover applies only after your policy has been issued by your Travel Agent.


